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An urban paradigm shift:

(1) Recognizing urban and territorial development as 
essential to sustainable development and prosperity,

(2) Recognizing the role of national governments (policy 
and legislation), local governments, and civil society,

(3) Adopting people-centered, age- and gender-
responsive and integrated approaches.

New Urban Agenda



Reflections on the New Urban Agenda

• Centrality of housing, planning and design, land, public space, 
local governance, formality and informality, safety and security, 
public space

• Inclusion of issues of concern of diverse groups of urban 
stakeholders

• Introduction of “right to the city”, “right to adequate housing”, 
“decent work”, “public services”, “cities in crisis”, “smart cities”



Planning and design are political instruments

• Often used consciously to exclude or include

• Deliberately employed to benefit some at the cost of others

• Can be used to empower or stifle

• Can enhance or diminish sustainability

• Can bring conflict or peace



Developing principles and global norms



Capacity building

• Basic training 

• Rapid planning studio 

• Planning charrette 

• Planning laboratory

• Continuous technical and advisory support

• Coaching and mentoring of planning officials

• City to city knowledge sharing and exchange



Urban Design LAB: Creating space for stakeholders engagement

Hargeisa, Somalia

Medellin, ColumbiaJohannesburg, South Africa

Guangzhou, China



Three Pronged Approach



Future Saudi Cities Programme

Action Plan for Al Baha, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia



Looking forward to the 
conclusions of Urban MAESTRO

• Understanding how planning and design can be an 
effective instrument of governance: Can other cities 
learn from European experience?

• Distilling the critical elements that allow the process to 
lead to good outcomes,  both in terms of process and of 
content

• Assessing the effectiveness of “negotiated urbanism” –
does it achieve public good, or retreat from it?




